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of the Marshals became more intense as one by one their
fantastic luminaries paled in the sky, and that Napoleon
was over-ready for sleep even when the mouths of
'his beautiful daughters', the field guns, were speaking.
But the end was accompanied by visions of '96, and
earlier, when the young men who were to fashion great
days were themselves moulded by the Republican theory,
and the brief moment of youth was invincible and
elusive as its dreaming.

Of the twenty-six batons that were carried in as many
knapsacks, four belonged to members of the retired list
who were rewarded for honourable association rather
than actual talent. They were KeUermann, Perignon,
Serurier, and Lefebvre, who, with the exception of the
last, may thus be passed over. Jourdan, Moncey,
Brune, Grouchy, and Mortier -were also mediocrities
whose names were yet connected with the mad brave
early days that saw the transformation of sansculottes
into classic legions. The gallant Poniatowski owed his
elevation to his Polish nationalityf^which was used by
Napoleon as a lever- against the Russians. But the
backbone of the Marshalate, the sustainers of the Napo-
leonic venture, -were Ney, Lannes, Murat, Davout,
Berthier, Massena, Soult, Macdonald, Bessieres, Berna-
dotte, Marmont, Suchet, Oudinot, Victor, St. Cyr, and
Augereau.
These men may be credited or charged with every
human strength and -weakness, save a drab indifference.
For a better understanding of Marshal Ney, and the
spirit in which he warred, it is necessary to take a brief
review of his principal comrades-in-arms. Between
them they formed a brilliant school that finds no parallel
except among the heroes of Agamemnon, the knights
of Arthur, or the paladins of Charlemagne. They
comprise the faith and mutability of an epoch that was
born when the first human wave surged against the
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